
Movement instead of 
stagnation – movement 
of a vector

Climate change, war conflict, natural 
disasters, and the global model of economy, 
which gives priority to mobility rather than 
stagnation, have all caused nearly a billion 
people to move – to become migrants. Recent 
events showed that political obstacles and 
borders still constitute prominent features 
in our global landscape. These obstacles are 
intentionally constructed to make migration a 
dangerous venture for some and a relatively 
easy one for others. 

Movement is always spread out into particular 
social formation or types of circulation. 
This text is neither a metaphor, nor is it an 
evaluation of movement. And it does not 
even represent ontology of movement in the 
most general sense. Rather it is a kinetic and 
philosophical history of the topic of our age – 
the migrant.

Our society is constantly on the move. Society 
is not static. It is full of dynamic processes. 
There is no stagnation. If we want to truly 
understand immigrants, whose one social 
characteristic is movement, we should try to 
better understand society as such. Migrants 
have historically been perceived with regard to 
their status as persons without any particular 
nationality. That does not mean, however, 
that migrants have no nationality whatsoever. 
History has a tendency to be either inclusive 
or wrong. Oftentimes the most deracinated 
migrants have managed to found the most 
interesting public non-profit organizations. 
Migrants move on their own volition and their 
movement is completely different from the 
movement of their expatriation. The history of 
migrants has become ahistorical.

The figure of a migrant may help us analyze 
the contemporary wave of migration. The 

history of migration is non-linear. It coexists 
and overlaps, and the accumulation of private 
capital nowadays in fact creates ever new 
waves of migration.

Migration is a part of this inheritance. 
Migrating farmers are shut off from industrial 
agriculture. Indigenous nations are driven out 
of their lands by war. Island nations are forced 
to leave their homeland due to climate change.

The figure of a migrant reveals one new fact, 
which is that social expansion has always been 
founded on some form of banishment and that 
banishment if always multiplied. The fact that 
the 21st century will become the century of 
migration is more than obvious now. Not only 
because of the record number of migrants 
but also because we see a resurgence of 
all previous forms of expatriation as well as 
resistance towards migration. These forms 
have also become more active than ever 
before.

Today’s migration is of a hybrid nature. It is 
not a secondary phenomenon but a primary 
one. On the one hand, migration is an inherent 
part of the movement of society. It is one of 
the conditions of reproduction and in that 
sense it serves a very basic function. On the 
other hand, we should realize that migration 
is also a mixture of territorial, political, legal, 
and economic types of expatriation. Migrants 
are a blend of various subjective tendencies, 
and migration as such makes it obvious to 
us that even in today’s conditions there are 
alternatives.

The movement of today allows us to shine 
some light on what was previously kept in the 
dark. The figure of a migrant has always been 
the true driving force of history. It is only now 
that we get to the point when it is possible for 
us to recognize that the migrating person is 
actually the key political figure of today.

This text was developed as an episode of 
the “Adumbration of the Oncoming Failure” 
project. 


